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Director of Ceremonies  

Her Worship Cllr. Beatrice Kotungondo – Mayor of Okahandja 

 Hon. James Uerikua - Governor of Otjozondjupa Region, 

Mr. Francis Handili – Legal and Corporate Affairs Manager 

Senior Management of AB InBev 

Members of the Media  

Ladies and Gentlemen, and   

Good morning. 
 
 
It is an absolute honor to be with you all here today as we witness the official 

launch and commencement of the local production of Lion Lager by Anheuser-

Busch InBev (AB InBev) here in Okahandja. This momentous occasion marks a 

commendable and notable expansion of Namibia’s brewing industry while 

highlighting the commitment of AB InBev’s expansion of investment in Namibia, 

creating local jobs, enhancing skills development, and supporting our economic 

growth in general. 

 
We all know that Namibia like many parts of world continues to face the 

challenges of global economic fluctuations hence the importance of attracting 

sustainable investment into our local economy cannot be overstated. AB InBev’s 

decision to increase its diversified local footprint aligns with the vision of the 

Ministry of Industrialisation and Trade of expanding the country's industrial base 

through the enhancement of local production capacity, and reduce our 

dependency on imports. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 
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Already in 2023, AB-InBev Namibia had set aside to invest an amount of about 

N$65.4 million in solar thermal technology that aims to save them 700 tonnes of 

carbon dioxide emissions annually. Through its solar thermal technology, ABI 

Namibia is pioneering innovation with new emission-free solar technology at this 

Welwitschia Brewery here in Okahandja. These efforts are indeed complimentary 

to Namibia’s green industrialisation and hydrogen production ambitions 

 

Our National Development Plan (NDP5) and Vision 2030 drives home the 

importance of local production as Namibia aspires to become an industrialised 

nation. The local production of Lion Lager is a perfect example of how structural 

transformation through value-added industrialisation, particularly in the 

manufacturing sector, can drive this ambition  

 

By 2022, Namibia’s general manufacturing sector has grown significantly, 

contributing over 20.6 billion to our GDP. Initiatives like today’s launch will further 

bolster this sector, supporting the government’s goals of sustainable economic 

growth and industrialisation. 

 

The Lion Lager brand is not foreign to the Namibian market as it was a renowned 

brand in this country already during the early years of independence. The local 

production of this beer brand therefore signifies the confidence that strategic 

investors such as AB InBev have in the stability of our economy, the quality of 

our workforce, and the opportunities presented by Namibia’s business 

environment. This move will undoubtedly have a positive ripple effect across 

various sectors, including  transport, logistics, and retail, further stimulating 

growth in our value chains. 
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Lion Lager is a heritage brand that resonates deeply with Namibian consumers 

and the decision to produce it locally speaks to the brand’s staggering growth 

and that of Namibia’s beer industry as a whole. With this local production, we 

expect further growth for the brand and the entire portfolio of products, further 

enhancing the Namibian beer industry. 

 

Allow me therefore to commend AB InBev for this timely endeavor as government 

is committed to level the playing field for the success of all businesses in the 

country and ultimately create the much needed jobs.  

 

I wish to further encourage you to proactively engage local suppliers and service 

providers by sourcing local ingredients and services required for production to 

foster inclusive economic participation and helping to build resilient supply chain 

that benefits Namibian farmers and businesses alike. 

 

It is further our hope that a consideration is made to include especially our 

MSMEs and the informal sector in the production and distribution of this brand 

including exploring the potential for establishing a special fund to support these 

two nascent participants in the beverage industry. 

 

Director of Proceedings,  

 

The government, through the Ministry of Industrialisation and Trade, remain 

committed to creating an enabling environment for businesses to thrive. We will 

continue to work closely with private sector players such as yourselves to 

strengthen our manufacturing sector, enhance competitiveness, and ensure that 

Namibia’s industrial sector is a key driver of economic growth and job creation. 
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In this regard, our work on both the Special Economic Zone and the Namibia 

Investment Promotion and Facilitation Bill, which are currently in the legislative 

drafting stage, seeks to improve the investment climate and provide for the 

necessary incentives to investors. We therefore encourage the private sector to 

invest in local production and work with local suppliers to support the growth of 

our economy. 

 

The Ministry is further administering the Liquor Act No. 6 of 1998 as amended. 

The primary objective of the Liquor Act is to minimise the harm associated with 

the consumption of liquor by encouraging responsible attitudes that reflect 

community expectations towards the promotion, sale, supply, consumption and 

use of alcohol. MIT administers the Liquor Act, Act that makes provision for the 

licensing of all establishments in the supply and sale of liquors in our country.  

 

AB InBev through the introduction and production of the Lion Lager brand must 

ensure that part of your Corporate Social Investment is to educate the public 

about responsible consumption of alcohol to deter the potential harmful effect 

related to to excessive drinking thereof. 

 

To the management and staff of AB InBev, congratulations on this significant 

achievement. Your efforts are setting a new benchmark for excellence in 

Namibia’s beverage industry, and I look forward to witnessing the success of this 

new venture. 

 

In conclusion, let me express my sincere gratitude to AB InBev for your trust and 

investment in our nation. I am confident that this launch is just the beginning of 

an even deeper partnership between your company and Namibia, one that will 

lead to greater prosperity for all. 

 

I THANK YOU 


